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A COMPARISON OF THE BIRD FAUNAS OF THE PAMPAS
OF ARGENTINA AND THE PLAINS OF NEBRASKA
By LAWRENCE BRUNER"
When casting about for a topic upon which to speak at this meeting
of Nebraska bird lovers, it occurred to me that possibly a few words
concerning the birds of Argentina might be of interest, since after studying the birds of our home locality we often become more or less curious
bbout the kinds of these creatures that are to be found in other lands.
Here in Nebraska we have prairie and plains conditions somewhat
similar to the pampas of South America but yet quite different from
them. It is quite natural then that we should desire to know something
about the birds of that similar but quite distinct southern land. In 1897
and 1898 I had the great pleasure of spending nearly ten months in
Argentina, and most of this time was passed on that vast flat country
known as the pampas. Naturally while passing over this interesting
territory some time was given to bird study, both in connection with
the entomological work upon which I was engaged at the time and because of my personal interest in ornithology.
Bird life in Argentina to me was, and is, interesting in the extreme.
I found a great many odd novelties, as well as some familiar friends,
among the feathered inhabitants of various parts of the grass-covered
pampas, which were traversed from the twenty-fourth to the fortieth
degree of south latitude, and from the base of the great Andean Cordillera to the Atlantic coast. Taking the entire republic into consideration, Argentina is visited by more distinct species of birds than is
Nebraska. On the pampas, however, the number of forms is not very
different from the number of those that inhabit our own plains.
The order including the cormorants, herons, ibises, spoonbills, screamers and allies (Ciconiiformes) numbers in Argentina about eighteen
species. The most noteworthy birds in this group are two great ibises
(Molybdophanes caeruleseens and Theristieus eaudatus) as large as turkeys,
and the spur-winged, crested screamer (Chauna torquata), a noble bird
as large as a swan, yet itf, favorite pastime is to soar upwards until it
loses itself from sight in the blue ether, whence it pours forth its resounding choral notes, which reach the distant earth clarified and with
a rhythmic swell and fall, as of chiming bells. It also sings by night,
"counting the hours" the gauchos say, and where they have congregated
in tens of thousands a mighty roar of the voices produces an astonishinglygrand effect. The duck order (Anseriformes) is also very rich,
"On May 15, 191.4, on the occasion of the fifteenth annual meeting of
the N. O. U., Prof. Lawrence Bruner completed his second term of office
as our President, and his Presidential address was given under the above
title, it being "a subject with which he was especially competent to deal
because of his extensive travels in Argentina in 1897 and his long experience with the birds of our plains" (Proe. N. o. U., vi, p. 14). He gave
the talk extemporaneously, but had prepared a brief abstract of it, which
has been preserved in the N. O. U. archives. It seems particularly fitting to publish this abstract, revised slightly as to names, in this Bruner
Nature Club number of the Revie<W.-Ed.
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numbering at least twenty species, including two beautiful upland geese
(winter visitors from Magellanic lands), the lovely black-necked swan
(Cygaus melaacoriplllls) and the pure white coscoroba duck (Coseoroba
eoseoroba), with a rosy bill.
Of rails and ralline birds (Gruiformes) there are at least a dozen,
ranging from a small spotted creature no bigger than a thrush to some
large and majestic birds. One of these is the courlan (Aramus seolopaceus
earau), sometimes called "crazy widow" from its mourning plumage and
long melancholy screams, which on still evenings may be heard a league
away. Another is the graceful, variegated "ypeeaha", a wood rail
(Aramides ypeeaha) fond of social gatherings, where the birds perform a
dance and make the desolate marshes resound with their insane, humanlike voices. Another has a night cry like a burst of hysterical laughter,
which has won for it the name of "witch", while another is called "little
donkey" from its braying cries.
The largest aquatic group is that of the shore birds (Charadriiformes,
part), which has about twenty-five Argentinian species. Among thc
shore birds the vociferous spur-winged South American lapwing (Beloaopterus chileasis) , the beautiful white and black stilt (Himantopus melanunts), a true snipe (Capella paraguaiae) and a painted snipe (NyetierYPhes
"mieollaris), are the most prominent residents, for it is astonishing to
find that of the twenty-five shore bird species more than half are visitors
from North America.
Land birds in the pampas are few in species and in numbers. The
tinamous (Tinamidae) take the place of the grouse family in North
America. One of these-the rufous-winged tinamou (Rhynehotus rufeseens)-is as large as a domestic fowl, and another-the spotted tinamou
(Notlzura maeulosa)-is about the size of an English partridge. Their
habits are similar to those of the grouse, and they hide in the grass and
are hunted as game. One of the habits of hunting for these is to secure
a long bamboo fishing rod, attach to the end of this a looped string,
mount a horse and ride forth upon the pampas. When the birds are
seen the string is dropped over their heads and the bird snared. Fishing
for a "perdise" is the popular sport of many in some pampean regions.
Possibly the most characteristic pampean bird of Argentina is the
Rhea (Rhea americana) or so-called South American Ostrich. It is a
species in which the ordinary ideas of home economy are greatly perverted. Here the male bird is the nest builder, incubator and nurse, as
well as later the teacher that brings up the rhealings in the way they
should go to become bird citizens for pampean life.
The Argentinian form of the Burrowing Owl (Speotylo euaieuZaria
cuaicularia) is another feature of pampean bird life. While our form of
the Burrowing Owl is not a noisy bird here in Nebraska, it seems to be
among the noisy ones down in that distant quarter of the globe. It is
much more abundant and more widely distributed over the pampas than
I have observed it anywhere in North America. After sundown it is
actively moving about, and various birds can be heard calling to one
another in not unmusical voices. There the Burrowing Owl lives among
the colonies of the Viscacha, a small rodent somewhat larger than the
Prairie Dog and with a face colored similarly to that of the Badger.
Another common and very interesting bird of the Argentine pampas
is known by the name of Hornero or Ovenbird (Furnarius rufus), although
it is not in anywise related to the similarly named bird in this country.
It is about the size of our Wood Thrush and has much the same general
appearance. It builds a domed nest or house on some horizontal limb,
or the cross beam of a telephone or telegraph pole, or even on a fence
:r;ost. This nest is made of clay and is a little larger than the crown of a
man's hat. It is divided into two rooms, and used not only for the nest
but also as a home in which the pair of birds live throughout the year.
At nesting time the watching bird occupies the front room while the
incubating mate is given the back room.
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Pine Grosbeaks at Lincoln in 1933.-Following the departure of the
nine Canadian Pine Grosbeaks (Pinicola enucleator leucura) seen on December 7, 1932, ahead of the storm and cold wave of December 8 to 11,
none were again observed until on January 6 and 7, 1933, when a lone
individual was observed by Mr. Swenk and me near our home. Ten
days later, at noon on January 17, we saw four of these birds drinking
at the rock garden pool in the yard to the north of our house. Three
were in the usual gray plumage, but one had the whole head and neck u
beautiful deep purplish red, strongly contrasting with the gray of the rest
of the body, except for the reddish on the rump. No similarly colored
bird was observed in November or December of 1932 (indicating that
these probably were a different group of birds), nor was this individual
seen again. They all departed soon, but one gray one returned in about
hn hour and later three gray ones were seen in a neighbor's yard near
by. The next day (the 18th), at noon, one was seen in our back yard.
On January 2;0, shortly before noon, two gray birds were seen in our
crab apple tree for a time, and in about an hour three were again there,
two of which had considerable russet on their heads. Four days later
(the 2,4th) Mr. Swenk saw three in the gray plumage feeding in an elm
tree on the College of Agriculture campus close by. About 8 o'clock the
next morning what were probably the same three birds were seen in the
apple tree and about the pool in our back yard. Three days later (the
28th), at almost exactly the same hour, apparently the same three birds
were seen preening themselves in our crab apple tree, having just finished a bath in the pool. Two were seen at noon on the same day. At
7:30 the next morning (the 2:9th), one was heard singing in our back
pine tree. On February 1, shortly after noon, two were seen bathing at
the pool, from where they flew to the pine tree and sang softly for a
time. One was back at 4:20' P. M. Mr. Swenk saw one the following
day (the 2nd) at 5:2,0 P. M., as it was singing in the top of an ash tree
near by. The next morning (the 3rd), at 9 o'clock, one was singing in
the yard, and an hour later was again singing softly in our large back
yard pine tree. One was seen in our apple tree at 4:1S P. M. That
night there was a flurry of snow and the temperature dropped rapidly
to zero and below, preluding the blizzard that, with much subzero temperatures, extended over the following week. No Pine Grosbeaks were
seen on February 4, or indeed until February 2:4, when Mrs. A. M.
Brooking, Mr. Swenk and I saw two of them in our yard, first in the
apple tree and later in the pine, where they preened, sunned themselves
anu sang intermittently for about an hour. I did not see them on either
of the following two days, but Mr. Swenk informed me that two were
seen in east Lincoln in a boxelder tree along Holdrege Street by Mr.
G. E. Hudson on February 2:5. On February 2:7, at 11 A. M. and again
at 2:2,0 P. M., one was seen in the pine tree and also feeding on the
ground under it. This was the last date on which the species was
observed at Lincoln.-JANE B. SWENK, Lincoln, Nebr.
Pine Grosbeaks at Aurora, Hamilton County.-On November 12, 1932,
Mrs. Nothomb of this place, who is a sister of Miss Mary St. Martin of
Wahoo, saw a Pine Grosbeak in the gray plumage near her home. A
week later it was joined by another individual, evidently a male, as it
had some red in the plumage. They stayed only a short time, departing
after they had stripped the red berries from the matrimony vines.MRS. GLEN CHAP~AN,

Aurora, Nebr.

Pine Grosbeaks at Superior, Nuckolls County.-On January 16, 1933,
Miss Lucy Mitchell, who lives at 930 Idaho Street, in the next block,
called me to come and see a flock of strange birds that were sitting in a
high cranberry bush at her home. Before I could get there they had

30

NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW

flown into a near-by Austrian pine, and again before I could see them
distinctly, they flew away to the northwest, too far for us to follow. I
counted seven birds in the flock as they flew. They were undoubtedly
Pine Grosbeaks, as Miss Mitchell noted especially the large bills, and
her description otherwise agreed with that species.-MRs. H. C. JOHNSTON,
Superior, Nebr.

Pine Grosbeaks Occur Also in Minnehaha County, South Dakota".-On
January 7, 1933, while on a hike with some Boy Scouts about three miles
southwest of Dell Rapids, near the banks of the Big Sioux River, Rev.
Harold Wagar of this city noted some eight or ten birds feeding on ash
seeds hanging in the trees, that from his description seem certainly to
have been Pine Grosbeaks. They were mostly females or young birds,
with possibly one or two old males.-EDwIN C. ANDERSON, Dell Rapids, S. D.
The Western Evening Grosbeak at Chadron, Dawes County.-During
the winter of 1931-32: much interest was aroused at Chadron by flocks
of from twelve to fifty or more individuals of the Western Evening Grosbeak (Hesperiphona 'Vespertina brooksi). They fed on the seeds of the
Russian olive trees. They were a beautiful bird in their winter plumage,
and their thick yellowish bill was rather striking when seen against the
snow. During the winter of 1932:-33 none have been seen up to early
February.-MRS. GEORGE BLlNCO, Chadron, Nebr.
A Fourth Nebraska Starling Record.-In the January number of the
Nebraska Bird Re'View it was noted that since the summer of 1930 the
European Starling (Sturnus 'Vulgaris 'Vulgaris) has been seen in Nebraska
in two localities, near Lincoln and near Western, which stations are
about forty miles apart. On March 5, 1933, we observed an individual
of this species near the Big Blue River, at about five miles north of
Crete, in northeastern Saline County. This location is approximately
midway between Lincoln and Western. The bird was shy, but was
observed while perched and in flight within easy range of prism binoculars. The broadly triangular appearance of the wings when spread in
flight, the relatively stubby tail, and long, pointed bill, as well as posture
and movements, are characters unmistakable to the observers, who have
been familiar with this species for years in localities where it is numerous. One week later, on March 12, in the same locality, we again saw a
lone Starling, probably the same individual in both instances.-HAROLD C.
JONES, Dept. Botany, and GEORGE E. HUDSON, Dept. Zoology and Anatomy, Uni'V.
of Nebr., Lincoln, Nebr.

Winter Notes from Dakota County, Nebraska.-The heavily wooded
bluffs southeast of Homer, Dakota County, furnish a fine winter home
for many birds of the tree-creeping type. During the winter of 1932-33
the Red-bellied Woodpecker (Centurus earolinus) was found on several
different occasions. Both the Eastern Hairy Woodpecker (Dryobates 'Villosus 'Villosus) and the Northern Downy Woodpecker (D. pubeseens medi·
anus) were found commonly. Several dozen Red-headed Woodpeckers
(Melanerpes erythroeephalus) were staying here for the winter, and their
chief food was found to be acorns. It was also noted that at least onethird of these birds were young birds with gray heads, without a trace
of red. Between fifty and sixty Northern Yellow-shafted Flickers (Co··
laptes auratus luteus) were also found here, but they led a rather harried
existence, as the Red-headed Woodpeckers were very belligere.nt, and
were continually dashing at the much larger Flickers and driving them
away. Several other species of birds were found during the course of
*Dell Rapids, South Dakota, being only about one hundred miles up
the Big Sioux River from Dakota County, Nebraska, this note is included
in the Re'View as a part of the record of the Pine Grosbeak migration to
this region during the past winter.-Ed.
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the winter. The Eastern Great Horned Owl (Bubo 'Virginianus 'Virginian us)
still lives in the heavy timber, and an occasional American Rough-leg
(Buteo lagopus s.-johannis) was found frequenting the region.-WILLIAM
YOUNGWORTH, Sioux City, Iowa.
An Addition to the Nebraska Bird List: The Northern Louisiana
Heron.-About September 11, 1924, Mr. Logue Erickson of Kearney shot
a Northern Louisiana Heron (Hydranassa tricolor ruficollis) at a pond
across the Platte River to the south of Kearney, Buffalo County, in
Kearney County. It was brought to me for mounting, and is now in my
collection at Kearney. The bird is in the juvenal plumage, and presents
the following measurements in millimeters: Length, 62:5; wing, 244; tail,
87; tarsus, 92,; middle toe, 71.5; culmen, 100; depth of bill at base, 15.
Though this species is known to wander northward in the late summer
from its breeding range in the Gulf states, and such stragglers have
been reported from New York, New Jersey, Indiana (twice), Kentucky,
Missouri, Manitoba, Arizona and California (twice), this is the first
record of the species from Nebraska.-CYRuS A. BLACK, Kearney, Nebr.
A Record of the Treganza Great Blue Heron from Central N ebraska.In the collection of the Museum of Natural History, University of Iowa,
there is an adult female specimen (No. 5831) of the Treganza Great
Blue Heron (A rdea herodias treganzai Court). This specImen was secured
at Wood River, Hall County, Nebraska, April 2, 1885, by one of D. H.
Talbot's collectors by the name of Clements. It was skinned and made
into a specimen by Will Wight, who noted these data on the field label:
Length, 43'h; extent, 71; wing, 18%'; tail, 8 inches; color of feet and
tarsi, black; color of bill, black and horn; weight, 5 pounds. Measurements of the skin recently taken in millimeters are: Wing, 460'; exposed
culmen, 130 (approximately-region of face badly eaten by insects);
height of bill at base, 2:7; tail, 175; tarsus, 168; middle toe, 94.
This specimen was identifid as A. h. treganzai by Dr. H. C. Oberholser,
who called attention to the considerably lighter color of the back and
neck than obtains in A. h. herodias, in this respect more nearly approaching the larger A. h. wardi. The eastward limit of the range of this subspecies, as contained in the A. O. U. Check-List, fourth edition, is given
as central Colorado. This record, therefore, extends the straggling
range of this subspecies some three hundred miles to the east. As far
as I know this is the first specimen secured within the state of Nebraska.
-PHILIP A. DUMONT, Museum of Natural History, Uni'Versity of Iowa, Iowa
City, Iowa.
The Snowy Plover Again Occurs in Nebraska.-The first and until now
apparently the only record of the Snowy Plover for Nebraska is based
on the noting of two specimens, and the taking of one of them, at Capitol
Beach near Lincoln, Lancaster County, by Prof. M. H. Swenk on May
16, 1903. On September 2, 1932, I collected an adult male Snowy Plover
in winter plumage at a small pond about three miles north of Lincoln.
On September 7 (five days later), I saw another bird at the same place
that apparently w,as this species. It was approached to within fifty
feet, and its small size and pale coloration left me with no doubt as to
its identity. Both of these birds were in the company of Semipalmated
Plovers and various species of sandpipers.
Professor Swenk has identified both of these Nebraska specimens as
the Cuban Snowy Plover (Charadrius ni'Vosus tenuirostris). The measurements in millimeters of the specimen taken on September 2:, 1932:, are:
Length, 167; wing, 104; tail, 46; tarsus, 2:5; culmen, 15; depth of bill at
base, 5. This bird is now No. 383 in my collection.-GEoRGE E. HunSON,
Dept. Zoology and Anatomy, Uni'V. of Nebr., Lincoln, Nebr.
A Bald Eagle Killed by an Auto.-On the afternoon of January 2, 1933,
a man driving west on the Lincoln Highway, saw a Bald Eagle (Haliae-
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etus Jeu(ocephalus) feeding on a jackrabbit (Lepus cali/ornicus melanotis) in
the middle of the road just east of Kearney, Buffalo County, Nebraska.
It was surrounded by a large flock of Eastern Crows. As the automobile
approached the birds, the crows flew away in safety, but the eagle tried
to carry away the rabbit and for that reason failed to get out of the
way of the car. It crashed into the windshield and broke it, cutting the
driver's face quite badly, and was itself killed by the impact. The
driver went on west with his eagle.-CYRus A. BLACK, Kearney, Nebr.

Notes on Nebraska Flickers Contained in the Talbot Collection.-The
series of Flickers contained in the D. H. Talbot material at the Museum
of Natural History, University of Iowa, is rich In Nebraska specimens,
not alone in the Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker and Common Redshafted Flicker, but also in several hybrids resulting from the interbreeding of these two species. A record of these specimens may prove
of interest as an aid in working out their former distribution within the
state.
The following specimens of the Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker (Colaptes auratus luteus) were secured by Talbot's collectors at Genoa, Nance
County, during 1884: 13414 (Mus. Nat. Hist. Univ. Iowa number), female, September 22; 13417, female, September 24; 13419, male, September 24; 13418, female, September 26; 13406, male, September 29; 13416,
female, September 2:9; 13408, male, September 3D; 13410, female, October 7; 13411, female, October 8; and 1340-5, sex ?, October 8. At
O'Neill, Holt County, 13375, male, September 11, 1884; at Newcastle,
Dixon County, 13390, not sexed, August 20" 1885,; and at Wood River,
Hall County, December 22, 1884.
These typical specimens of the Common Red-shafted Flicker (Colaptes
la/er (ollaris) are from the following localities: Genoa, 13449, female,
September 27; 13445, male, September 2:9, 1884; 13446, female, October
2, 1884; 13448, male, December 23; St. Edward, Boone County, 13447,
male, September 21, 1884; and Wood River, 13442, male October 14,
1884; 13441, not sexed, November 19 (no year noted).

Three of the hybrids, taken at Genoa in 1884, are females, and are
marked as follows: 13412, September 2;7, the webs of the rectrices
golden and the shafts salmon-buff, the webs on the inner surface of the
wings salmon-buff and the shafts yellow; 13415, September 29, with
yellowish webs to the tail feathers and each rectrix with a reddish shaft,
the inner surface of primaries and secondaries salmon-buff on the webs
and the shafts the same color as those in the tail; and 1340-9, October 4,
the webs of the rectrices are yellowish with salmon-buff shafts, and the
distribution of the color on the primaries and secondaries is the same as
in the tail. The fourth specimen is a male, 13440, from Wood River,
October 14, 1884. The "mustache" marks are red and the webs of the
wings and tail are yellow but with reddish shafts.-PHILIP A. DUMONT,
Museum

0/

Natural History, University

0/

Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa.

Hybridism between the Rose-breasted and Rocky Mountain Blackheaded Grosbeaks in Nebraska.-In the Wilson Bulletin, xlii, no. 4, December, 1930, Prof. Myron H. Swenk reported two hybrid male specimens
between the Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Hedymeles ludovicianus) and the
Rocky Mountain Black-headed Grosbeak (Hedymeles melanocephalus papago). Both of these birds were adult males taken by A. M. Brooking at
Inland, Clay County, Nebraska; one on May 18, 1920', and the other on
May 24, 1923. These birds have "the normal plumage of the adult male
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, except that the chest and breast are buffy
cinnamon, this diluting the normally rose red chest patch to a dull buffy
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red, and extending below it across the breast as a broad, pure buffy
cinnamon band." The rump and upper tail coverts are pale buffy, instead of white as in the Rose-breasted Grosbeak.
On June 28, 1930, near Grand Island, Hall County, Nebraska, I collected another adult male hybrid between these two species. This bird
was in full song and the testes were much enlarged, indicating that it
was breeding. It is now No. 114 in my collection. This specimen is
more nearly intermediate between the Rose-breasted and Black-headed
Grosbeaks than the two taken by Mr. Brooking. The following table
shows the distribution of the characters of the two species in this
specimen:
Resembling
H. ludovicianus:

Chest and middle of
breast strongly tinged
with rose pink overlying the buffy cinnamon; middle of abdomen w hit e; blackish
streaks on flanks;
under wing coverts and
axillars rose pink; the
three outer rectrices
extensively white terminally; win g 1 0
mm.; tail, 73.

Resembling H. melanocephalus papago:
Chest, middle of breast, sides and
flanks light buffy cinnamon; under
tail coverts tinged with pale cinnamOll" rump pale buffy cinnamon;
whit~ band on middle wing coverts
much reduced in size; large white
spots on tips of innermost greater
wi!,g coverts, tertials, and secondarIes; culmen 19 mm.; depth of bill
at base, 12.8; tarsus, 25; length of
dry skin, 192.

°

-GEORGE E.

HUDWN,

Dept. Zoology and Anatomy, Univ. of Nebr., Lincoln,

Nebr.

Migration of the Western Burrowing Owl in Nebraska.-Mr. Clyde
Licking of the U. S. Biological Survey informs me that the Western
Burrowing Owl (Speotyto (unicularia hypugaea) leaves the prairie dog
towns in the vicinity of Halsey, Thomas County, Nebraska, during October, and does not return until spring. Near Spencer, Boyd County,
Nebraska, is a large prairie dog town where I found this owl to be
common during the summer of 1931. On November 24 and 25, 1932', I
visited this locality, and a careful search failed to reveal a single Western Burrowing Owl, although the prairie dog population of the town
appeared to be unchanged. It is well known that this bird is migratory
in the more northern parts of the Mississippi Valley, but the exact areas
in which it is migratory, and definite dates of its arrival and departure
for Nebraska, seem not to be on record. It would be interesting to determine its exact status in these respects throughout the state.-GEORGE
E.

HUDSON,

Dept. Zoology and Anatomy, Univ. of Nebr., Lincoln, Nebr.

The Exact Type Localities of the Birds Discovered in Nebraska by
Thomas Say on the Long Expedition.-Thomas Say, who was the naturalist with the Major S. H. Long Expedition to the Rocky Mountains in
1819-2,0, described the Eastern Orange-crowned Warbler (V ermivora
relata (elata) in 182,3, under the name Sylvia celatus (Long's Expedition,
i, p. 169). He stated that the type specimen was "shot at Engineer
Cantonment in May". The fourth edition of the A. O. U. Check-List
(1931) gives the type locality of this species as "Engineer Cantonment
near Council Bluff = Omaha, Nebraska". Engineer Cantonment was the
official name given to their permanent camp on the Missouri River from
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September 19, 1819, toO June 5, 1820, by the LoOng ExpeditiQn. It was
lQcated .on the west bank .of the MissQuri, at .old FQrt Lisa, near the
CQuncii Bluff .of Lewis and Clark (nQw FQrt CalhQun), in sQutheastern
WashingtQn CQunty, Nebraska, just abQve the WashingtQn-DQuglas
CQunty line, and abQut ten miles nQrth .of the present city limits .of
Omaha, DQuglas CQunty.
In the first vQlume .of his American Ornithology, published in 1825,
Charles Lucien BQnaparte first made knQwn toO science the YellQwheaded Blackbird (X anthocephaills xanthocephalus) under the name Icterus
iaerocephaills (p. 27, pI. iii), and the Western BurrQwing Owl (Speotylo
cllnicularia hYPllgaea), under the name Strix hypugaea (p. 72:, nQte). In his
aCCQunt .of these tWQ species at that time, BQnaparte says in each case
that his descriptiQns were based up .on specimens in the cQllectiQns at
Philadelphia that had been taken by the MajQr LoOng expeditiQn.
The type specimens (male and female) .of the YellQw-headed Blackbird were repQrted as "killed near the Pawnee villages, .on the river
Platte, where they were seen in great numbers abQut the middle .of
May". The last A. O. U. Check-List gives the type lQcality as "Pawnee
villages .on the river Platte = Nebraska". The .official accQunt .of the
LoOng expedition states that .on April 2:0, 1820, MajQr O'FallQn and a
party .of twenty-three .other .officers and sQldiers .of the expeditiQn, including Mr. Say, left their base camp at Engineer CantQnment fQr the
Pawnee villages, which at that time were IQcated alQng the Loup River
in what is nQw Nance CQunty, a shQrt distance abQve the present tQwn
.of FullertQn. The party arrived at the village .of the Grand Pawnees,
.on the bank .of the L.oup River, .on April 25. On April 2,7 it mQved .on
thrQugh the village .of the Republican Pawnees toO the village .of the
LQup Pawnees, several miles distant, where a cQuncil was held .on the
fQllQwing day. The party started back .on April 29, arriving again at
the Grand Pawnee village .on April 30, where it remained until May 2.
It was abQut here, beYQnddQubt, .on May 1 and 2, that the type specimens .of the YellQw-headed Blackbird were taken. That WQuid place the
exact type lQcality .of that species as alQng the Loup River, just west .of
FullertQn, Nance CQunty, Nebraska. Say nQted the species alsQ at
Engineer CantQnment after his return there, .on May 14, 1820.
The specimens .of the Western BurrQwing Owl frQm which BQnaparte
drew his descriptiQn were credited toO ThQmas Say's cQllecting effQrts,
and the .owls were said toO have been mQst numerQUS, in his experience,
".on the plains .of the river Platte". On this basis, the last A. O. U. CheckList cites the type IQcality as the "Western United States = Plains .of the
River Platte". But the .official aCCQunt .of the expeditiQn, as published in
182,3, cQntains nQ reference toO BurrQwing Owls having been seen either
at Engineer CantQnment .or during the trip up the Platte Valley (June 6
toO 2:6, 182.0); in fact, the first discussiQn .of the bird is in cQnnectiQn with
the aCCQunt .of the return trip .of the expeditiQn dQwn the Arkansas River
Valley later in the summer (August 3). This may be due toO the fact
that .on this return trip three deserting sQldiers .of the party stQle Say's
nQte b.oQks, including the .one describing the appearance and habits .of
the animals seen .on the expeditiQn, which boO .oks were never recQvered.
HQwever, there is anQther way .of surmising the prQbable facts. The
.omnipresence .of BurrQwing Owls in prairie dQg tQwns during the summer mQnths is well kn.own. BQnaparte says, .on the authQrity .of Say,
that this .owl "resides exclusively in the villages .of the MarmQt, .or
Prairie DQg", making it clear that the type specimens were taken at a

GENERAL NOTES

3:)

praIrie dog town, probably by Say himself, as Bonaparte states that
"the materials for the history of our bird (the Burrowing Owl) are
drawn from his (Say's) ample store". The official account of the expedition says that but one prairie dog town was seen between the Missouri River and the Pawnee villages on the Loup River, but that from
thence to the Platte River they were much more numerous. It is of
course possible that this one town may have been along the stretch of
the Platte River between about the present towns of Fremont and
Schuyler, that was traversed by the O'Fallon party on about April 22
and 23, and by the expedition on its western movement on June 8 and 9,
but the absence in recent years of any prairie dogs in this stretch of
territory strongly argues against it. It is known that there used to be
a small prairie dog town near Fontenelle, Washington County, but that
was undoubtedly to the northward of the direct line of march from Engineer Cantonment to the Platte River. Much larger towns were, and
still are, located in the Loup River Valley, near Columbus, Platte County,
(see Swenk, Bull. I54, Nebraska Agr. Exp. Sta., p. 6; 1915), directly in the
line of march of the expedition after it crossed Shell Creek six miles
above its mouth and marched to the Loup, on June 9. These towns still
persist. In 192,0' it was reported that in the Loup River bottom near
Columbus there were at least 350, acres of pasture land so heavily infested with prairie dogs that the animals were an economic nuisance to
the landowners. Similar reports were received in 1922: and 1926, and as
late as 1929 10-acre dog towns persisted there, in which the animals
were increasing. With little doubt this Loup Valley prairie dog town
near the present Columbus, Platte County, was the one prairie dog town
mentioned in the official account as seen between the Missouri River and
the Pawnee villages on the Loup.
Again, on June 14, the expedition crossed Merrick County, from the
Pawnee villages west of Fullerton to the Platte River Valley below
Grand Island. On the way the low, irregular sandy hills of the area
were noted, and it was stated that these hills were occupied by numerous
prairie dog towns (ii, p. 12:1). Prairie dogs were still common in northwestern Merrick County, around Palmer, as late as 192,0, and no doubt
some still persist there. But in neither the case of the towns near
Columbus, nor those in Merrick County, could they have been considered
as located in the Platte Valley proper.
On June 16, in the Platte Valley proper, in what is now eastern Buffalo
County, east of the present town of Kearney, the expedition "passed a
number of prairie dog villages, some of them extending for miles along
the river". Some of the animals were killed and eaten (ii, p. 142,).
Here, on these flat, prairie dog-inhabited "plains" of the Platte Valley,
without doubt Western Burrowing Owls were encountered abundantly
by the Long party in 1820, as their descendents may be (still commonly)
encountered today, and it is logical to think that some were shot while
the rodents were being hunted. In 1912: and 1913 there were quite large
towns of prairie dogs, causing economic damage to the pasture lands,
in the vicinity of Gibbon, and as late as 1920 there were a good many on
ranches in the vicinity of Shelton. I understand, however, that these
towns had been cleaned out by the farmers by about 1928. Prairie dog
towns were probably encountered by the Long party farther west along
the Platte in Nebraska, in what is now Dawson, Lincoln and Keith
Counties, but the narrative makes no specific mention of them. It seems
logical, therefore, to fix the type locality of the Western Burrowing Owl
as along the Platte River, just east of Kearney, Buffalo County, Nebraska.-MYRoN H. SWENK, Linco/n, Nebr.
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EDITORIAL PAGE
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS
A few years back the Bruner Nature Club of Lincoln sponsored a
popular lecture by a well-known speaker on nature subjects, which enterprise resulted in a modest net profit for its treasury. This sum the
officers of the Club were authorized to use in some way to further nature
study in Nebraska. It should be a source of much gratification to all
N. O. U. members, therefore, to know that following the publication of
the January number of the Nebraska Bird Review, the officers of the
Bruner Club decided to use this sum to subsidize a quarterly issue of our
magazine. This April number has been financed largely by this unsolicited but very welcome donation, and accordingly it is a pleasure to
dedicate it to the Bruner Nature Club of Lincoln.
At the last (thirty-third) annual meeting of the N. O. U., at Hastings
on May 13, 1932, it was voted that the 1933 meeting would be held at
Fairbury with the members of the Nature Department of the Fairbury
Women's Club as hosts, and the 1934 meeting at Omaha, with the members of the Omaha Nature Club as hosts. We are now able to announce
definitely that the thirty-fourth annual meeting will be held at Fairbury
on Friday and Saturday, May 12: and 13, 1933. There will be a general
program and business meeting on Friday afternoon, followed by the
usual annual dinner, and a popular, illustrated program, open to the
public, in the evening. Both the afternoon and evening programs, and
the dinner, will be held in the Methodist Church at 601 E Street in Fairbury, just one block north of the town square. Mr. C. C. Howell, thc
present Mayor of Fairbury, will welcome the N. O. U. members at the
dinner and will talk on sanctuaries of wild life in Jefferson County.
Plates at the dinner will be fifty cents each. The thirty-first annual field
day will be held on Saturday. The Fairbury vicinity is an excellent one
for birds, as you may note by comparing the figures on composite bird
lists secured on previous field days held there and elsewhere, as given
on the back cover page of this number of the Review.
An excellent program for the afternoon and evening is being arranged, and all N. O. U. members are invited to send in titles for papers
or informal remarks to the Secretary-Treasurer by May 6. In order to
conserve postage the details of this program will this year not be sent
cut to all members in advance of the meeting, but copies will be available at the time of registration, at 1:00 P. M. Friday at the Methodist
Church. The complete program will be published in the July number
of the Review. The hotel headquarters for the meeting will be the centrally located Mary-Etta Hotel at Fairbury. All N. o. U. members are
urged to plan now to attend the meeting and at once to reserve May 12
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and 13. As usual, all persons interested in birds are welcome to the
programs and dinner as guests of N. O. U. members. In order that the local
committees at Fairbury may make their definite plans for the Friday
evening dinner and Saturday noon luncheon, members planning to attend
are asked to notify our President, Miss Susie Callaway, R. R. 3, Fairbury, to that effect as soon after May 1 as possible, and in any event
not later than May ,6, and to indicate how many dinner reservations are
desired, whether they will participate in the field day on Saturday, and
whether they have transportation or will wish transportation furnished.
The action of the N. O. U. at the last annual meeting in reducing the
annual dues to one dollar, beginning with the fiscal year May 1, 1933 to
1934, and the resumption of independent, printed publication in the form
of the Nebraska Bird Review has proved to be a very wise step. For the
fiscal year 1931-32; there were 64 members on the N. O. U. roll, representing a 23 per cent drop, as compared to the preceding five years. For
the year 1932-33 the membership dropped to 39, indicating ailOther 4,0
per cent reduction in membership. But for the year 1933-34, at the
reduced rate of annual dues, we have already 7,0 paid-up members, and
with the probability that our 1932:-33 membership will remain practically
intact, our normal membership is not only restored but exceeded 38 per
cent, making the largest active enrollment that we have had for years.
In addition, the Review is securing an increasing number of paid out-ofotate subscribers. The N. O. U. outlook for 1933-34 is decidedly bright.
Under the heading "The 1933 Migration Season", will be found in this
issue a summary of the spring migration up to the end of March. This
record, along with the migration notes for April and May, will be given
in the usual tabulated form in the July number of the Review.
The Constitution and By-laws of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union
were last published as a whole eighteen years ago (Proc. N. O. U., vi,
part 1, pp. 19-2:2:; February 2,0, 1915). Since that time these have been
repeatedly amended. At the sixteenth annual meeting, held at Omaha
on May 7, 1915, both of the sections of Article I, section 3 of Article V,
and sections 1 and 2, of Article VIII were all amended, to permit of the
agreement with the Wilson Ornithological Club whereby the Wilson
Bulletin became also the official organ of the N. O. U. When this agreement was later rescinded, these sections had to be changed back again;
and at the twenty-fourth annual meeting, held at Fairbury on May 11,
1923, section 2: of Article II, on honorary members, and the sections of
Article VIII, on dues, were also modified. This last Article (VIII) was
again modified at our last meeting, when the annual dues were reduced
from two dollars to one dollar. In view of these numerous changes, it
has been thought wise to republish the Constitution and By-laws of the
N. O. U. in their present form in this issue of the Nebraska Bird Review.
The editor of the Nebraska Bird Revie"" desires to take this opportunitr
to acknowledge his indebtedness to Mr. Fred J. Pierce of Winthrop,
Iowa, the editor of IO'lN'a Bird Life, for many helpful suggestions in connection with the general makeup of the Review. Iowa Bird Life was
started in 1931 as the quarterly journal of the Iowa Ornithologists'
Union, and contains much of interest to Nebraska ornithologists, and
especially to those living along the eastern edge of our state. The subscription rate to residents of Nebraska is fifty cents a year. Subscriptions may be sent to Mr. Pierce.
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At Lincoln, the common resident birds were noted during January
and February, these including the Marsh Hawk, Eastern Bob-white,
Eastern Screech Owl, Eastern Great Horned Owl (February 25; G. E.
Hudson), Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker, Common Red-shafted Flickei',
Red-bellied Woodpecker (February 2:5 and 26; Hudson), Eastern Hairy
Woodpecker, Northern Downy Woodpecker, Prairie Horned Lark, Eastern Crow, Northern Blue Jay, Long-tailed Black-capped Chickadee,
Tufted Titmouse (February 2;5, and 2;6; Hudson), Eastern Brown
Creeper, Eastern White-breasted Nuthatch, Eastern Cardinal and Eastern American Goldfinch. A few Harris Sparrows were seen at the end
of February (on the 25th by Hudson) and on through March. Eastern
Slate-colored Juncos appeared February 2,6" and were still commonly
present at the end of March. Tree Sparrows were common all winter
and up to March 12 (Crete, Saline County; Hudson).
The month of January continued warm throughout. On only one da,,during the entire month was the temperature below normal at Lincoln,
that being on January 17, when it was four degrees below normal. On
the other days it varied from normal to twenty-five degrees above the
normal, and the average for the month was nearly fourteen degrees
above the normal. Responding to this spring-like weather, during the
latter part of January there was a pronounced northward migration of
ducks. On January 2:2;, six large flocks of the Common Mallard, totalling
nearly 600 birds, came in to the ponds of the University Place Gun Club
north of Lincoln, according to the keeper, Mr. George Ainsworth, and
the next day they moved on to the northward. Others came in from the
south, and a week later, on January 2,9, probably 500 Common Mallards
were present on the ponds north of Lin~oln, according to Mr. Pric2
Smith. The relatively warm weather continued during the first five
days in February, and flocks of American Pintails appeared on February
5, when Mr. G. E. Hudson saw thirty or forty of these ducks. Then on
February 6, with the coming of the blizzard of February 6 to 11, larg,~
flocks of ducks were noted going south, ahead of the storm.
However, with the return of warmer weather the following week they
were back, and around the middle of February it was reported in the
press that large flocks of Pintails were present all along the open waters
of the Platte River. By February 2;6 northwardly bound Pintails were
present in numbers at Lincoln, Messrs. G. E. Hudson and H. C. Jones
noting one flock of about 150 at Capitol Beach on that date. Mallards
of both sexes had been noted along Salt Creek by Mr. Hudson on the
previous day. From that time on to the middle of March both Mallards
and Pintails were common about Lincoln, Mr. Hudson noting a flock of
about forty Pintails at Capitol Beach on March 4, a flock of perhaps 100
Pintails and another of six Mallards on March 5, and about 70{) Pintails
and 15{) Mallards on March 11, all at the same place, while about 150
Pintails and fifty Mallards were seen on the Blue River at Crete on
March 12. A male Pintail was noted at Lincoln on March 19, and the
Epecies was common there on March 2:5.
The first Green-winged Teal were noted on the Blue River at Crete on
March 5 by Messrs. Hudson and Jones, altogether about fifteen of them,
including one female. A week later at the same place about the same
number of Green-winged Teal were seen, including both sexes, and also
about ten males of the Baldpate, fifteen Shovellers of both sexes, fifteen
Canvas-backs of both sexes and a, single male Lesser Scaup. About
fifteen of the latter species, including both sexes, were seen later on the
same day at Capitol Beach near Lincoln. On March 18, Mr. Hudson
saw about thirty Green-winged Teal, all but four or five of them males,
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at Capitol Beach, and at the same place about ten Shovellers, includin&
both sexes. On March 19, he saw at the same place about 100 Shovellers
and six or eight Lesser Scaups. On this date Mr. Hudson noted also a
female Bufflehead at Capitol Beach. On March 2.5, at Capitol Beach,
Shovellers were very common, Green-winged Teal were common and six
Canvas-backs, including both sexes, were observed. About twenty-five
Lesser Scaups, including both sexes, were seen on March 2.6 a few miles
north of Lincoln by Mr. Hudson.
Mr. Hudson noted two Blue Geese on March 4 at Capitol Beach. The
next day at Crete he saw two Blue Geese on the Blue River. At Capitol
Beach on March 11 he saw a flock of about 100 Blue Geese, with nineteen Lesser Snow Geese. Again at Capitol Beach, on March 12: he saw
a flock of about forty Blue Geese, and earlier on the same day at Crete
had noted another flock of about the same size with one Lesser Snow
Goose in it and a separate flock of six Common Canada Geese. Geese
were in migration southward very commonly on the night of March 17,
Just preceding the cloudy and cooler weather of the 18th and the cold
wave beginning on the 19th (M. H. Swenk). At Capitol Beach on March
18 Mr. Hudson saw two Blue Geese, and at the same place on the following day about fifty of them. On March 2,5 he saw about 2:50 geese
resting at the west end of Capitol Beach Lake, of which about 150 were
Lesser Snow Geese and 100 Blue Geese. The next day there was a flock
of about seventy geese there, mostly Lesser Snow Geese, but a few
Blue Geese also. Geese were heard again migrating northward early on
the night of March 29, before and during a series of hard showers
(Swenk).
What seemed to be the first land bird migrants of the season were
Western Meadowlarks, of which a small influx into east Lincoln was
noted on February 18 by M. H. Swenk. The birds did not become common, however, until from February 29 (Miss Louisa Wilson) to March
11 (Hudson). The first Eastern Robins of the spring at Lincoln were
noted on February 23 by M. H. Swenk at the Agricultural College
campus. By February 2:5- and 2:6 they were common, and by March 11
and 12: present in full numbers. Miss Louisa Wilson saw the first Eastern Common Bluebird at Lincoln on February 2:3, while Messrs. Hudson
and Jones next saw the species on February 2:5. They, also, were common by March 11 and 12:. Messrs. Hudson and Jones noted a Red-tailed
Hawk at Lincoln on February 26., and the next one at Crete on March 12.
Mr. Hudson noted the first Northern Killdeer at Capitol Beach on
March 11, and the following day he and Mr. Jones saw several at Crete.
By March 17 they were common (M. H. Swenk; D. B. Whelan). Two
American Herring Gulls were also noted at Capitol Beach on March 11
by Mr. Hudson, and at the same place he noted three of these birds on
each of March 18 and 19. A Northern Short-eared Owl was noted there
on March 11 by Mr. Hudson. Messrs. Hudson and Jones saw a lone
Red-winged Blackbird at Crete on March 12:, but the first Lincoln record
was for March 17, when Mr. Jones noted a newly arrived flock of them.
By March 26 they were common (Hudson). Mr. H. A. Hauke reported
a small flock of newly arrived Bronzed Grackles at the Agricultural
College on March 17, and M. H. Swenk noted them in his yard on the
following day. Mrs. George O. Smith saw the first Western Mourning
Dove in east Lincoln on March 17, and on the next day saw another in
her yard at 1837 C Street, these being the first reports for the spring.
The weather for several days up to and including March 17 had been
very mild, but on March 18 it turned cloudy and cooler, and on the 19th
there was a cold wave with snow, which considerably checked migration.
The Bronzed Grackles and Western Mourning Doves disappeared with
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the coming of this storm, flocks of the former reappearing on March 2~
to 2:6, and the latter returning on March 2:7 (Hudson, Swenk).
In spite of the storm of March 18 and 19, on the former date Mr.
Hudson saw two Lesser Yellow-legs at Capitol Beach, and on the following day he saw one of this species. The first Eastern Fox Sparrow was
noted in her yard at 3817 Dudley Street on March 2:1 by Mrs. H. C. Koch.
Miss Louisa Wilson noted a Northern Purple Martin at her home on
March 25, while Mrs. George o. Smith heard it on March 28 and saw
the first one on March 30. Mr. H. C. Jones reported the first Western
Field Sparrow for March 25, and D. B. Whelan reported it for March 2,6.
On March 2'5, at Capitol Beach, Mr. Hudson saw three medium-sized
gulls taken to be the Ring-billed Gull, and flying with them was one
smaller gull taken to be the Franklin Gull. Mr. Hudson noted the first
Migrant Loggerhead Shrike on March 26. The return of the Eastern
Chipping Sparrow was first noted at the Agricultural College campus
on March 28 by M. H. Swenk. Miss Wilson noted the arrival of the
Cowbird and of a wave of migrant Harris Sparrows on March 2,9.
The Omaha Nature Study Club, through Mr. L. O. Horsky, has reo
ported on the birds observed during the winter of 1932-33 and on the
spring migration up to April 1. Following the observation of the eleven
American Golden-eyes on the Missouri River at Fontenelle Reserve on
December 31 (an lea, p. 18), the Misses Emma and Mary Ellsworth noted
three of them on January 7 and one on the settling basin of the Florence
waterworks on March 11. The Misses Ellsworth noted an Eastern
Sparrow Hawk at 33rd Street and Reddick Avenue on January 8, while
according to Mr. William Marsh a pair of these birds spent the entire
winter about the Douglas County Court House and Grain Exchange
buildings, and Mr. Frank Jodeit noted one all through the winter near
his home at 65th and Grover Streets. Mr. Jodeit also noted a covey of
eight Eastern Bob-whites near the railroad tracks in the latter locality
on March 2:0. Mr. Marsh noted the presence all winter of an Eastern
Screech Owl near Brownell Hall, and Dr. C. A. Mitchell heard this owl
once during the winter near Florence. Three Long-eared Owls roosted
in the same two red cedar trees in Elmwood Park from December 3 to
February 12" according to Mr. Horsky, and the Misses Ellsworth reported one from Forest Lawn Cemetery on December 2,50 (anlea, p. 18).
These owls were first reported in Elmwood Park more than twenty years
ago by the late Dr. S. R. Towne and Messrs. Miles Greenleaf and William
Marsh, since which time Mr. Marsh has found them nesting there, where
their long-continued presence is no doubt attributable to their protected
nestings.
Northern Yellow-shafted Flickers were noted in the Fontenelle Reserve from November 2,0 (Horsky) to January 7 (Misses Ellsworth),
and were present all winter in Elmwood Park (Marsh), at the Stoltenberg Brothers farms near Omaha (0. L. Stoltenberg) and in the Florence Woods (Misses Ellsworth; Dr. Mitchell). The Red-bellied Woodpecker was noted in the Fontenelle Reserve on November 2.0 and December 31 and in Spring Lake Park on January 14 by Mr. Horsky, one
bird in each instance. The number of wintering Red-headed Woodpeckers in the Omaha vicinity seems to have increased in recent years.
Mr. Horsky noted eight of them in Hanscom Park on November 2:7 and
one on January 2:, one in Riverview Park on January 7, ten in Spring
Lake Park on January 14, one in Hanscom Park February 5, one in Spring
Lake Park on February 12:, and one at "Wake Robin" (Dr. Gilder's home
near Fontenelle Reserve) on March 11. The Misses Ellsworth noted one
in the Florence Woods on the latter date also. The Eastern Hairy Woodpecker and Northern Downy Woodpecker were present commonly in
and about Omaha all winter. Mr. Horsky noted the former species in
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the Fontenelle Reserve and Elmwood Park each time .these places were
visited, and also in Riverview Park on November 2;6, Spring Lake Park
on January 14, at 56th Street and Underwood Avenue on February 11
and in Hanscom Park on February 12.
Mr. O. L. Stoltenberg reported a flock of Prairie Horned Larks about
the Stoltenberg Brothers farm all winter, while the Misses Ellsworth
saw a flock near Florence on February 24 and Mr. Marsh noted them 011
the Elmwood Park golf course on March 26. Several Northern Blue
Jays wintered in the Fontenelle Reserve, and Mr. Alvin Havel noted one
at 56th and Decatur Streets all winter. Mr. Horsky observed six of
them in Hanscom Park on November 2:7, one in Riverview Park on January 7, one in Elmwood Park on January 2:9 and two in Hanscom Park
on February 5. Eastern Crows wintered in large flocks in the Fontenelle Reserve (Horsky) and in the Florence Woods (Misses Ellsworth),
the maximum number of the former flock being several hundred. Mr.
Horsky also noted a flock of about twenty all winter at Elmwood Park.
The Long-tailed Black-capped Chickadee and Eastern White-breasted
Nuthatch were common in all areas under observation all through th6
winter. Chickadees were observed with nesting material in Elmwood
Park on March 2,6 by Mr. Marsh. The Tufted Titmouse seems to be
decidedly increasing in numbers about Omaha, and spreading its winter
range to include practically all of the parks in the city. They wert:
noted present all winter in the Fontenelle Reserve and Florence Woods
by the Misses Ellsworth. On February 2S the whistled calls of this
~pecies fairly resounded through Fontenelle Reserve, according to Mr.
Horsky, who noted it also in Hanscom Park on November 2'7 and in
Elmwood Park on March 12',. Dr. Mitchell noted it once during the
winter near Miller Park. The Eastern Brown Creeper was found by
Mr. Horsky to be present all winter in Elmwood Park, and was seen by
him on January 28 in Forest Lawn Cemetery. The Misses Ellsworth
noted an Eastern Winter Wren in the Fontenelle Reserve on January 7.
According to Mr. F. J. Jodeit an Eastern Robin wintered on the adjoining suburban grounds of Mr. John Emrich and himself at 69th and
Grover Streets. The Omaha World-Herald for January 24 reports one
seen at 38th and Webster Streets on the preceding day. The Eastera
Common Bluebird was found in Fontenelle Reserve from November 20
to December 31 by Mr. Horsky. Eight Eastern Golden-crowned Kinglets
were noted in Forest Lawn Cemetery on December 2:5 (antea, p. 18) by
the Misses Ellsworth, who noted also two of them on January 2,1 in
Elmwood Park, and the species was reported observed several times
during the winter by Mr. Marsh. Mr. George Gautier noted a Western
Meadowlark near 33rd and Sprague Streets at the outskirts of the city
on January 6. Eastern Cardinals were observed all winter in Fontenelle
Reserve, at Happy Hollow Boulevard and the Bemis Park District by
Mr. Horsky, at Elmwood Park by Mr. Marsh, at 56th and Decatur by
Mr. Havel, at 48th and Douglas by Miss Alice Rance and at the Stoltenberg Brothers farms by Mr. Stoltenberg. Flocks of Northern Pine
Siskins were noted in Elmwood Park on January 12: and March 12, and
2,6 by Mr. Horsky. The Eastern American Goldfinch was noted in the
Fontenelle Reserve on December 31 by Mr. Horsky and on January 7 by
the Misses Ellsworth. They were noted also by Mr. Horsky at 56tll
Street and Underwood Avenue on February 16 and in Elmwood Park 011
March 2,6. The Eastern Slate-colored Junco was reported wintering in
the Fontenelle Reserve (Ellsworth and Horsky), Elmwood Park (HOl'sky
and Marsh), Forest Lawn Cemetery and near Carter Lake (Ellsworth),
~nd by Mr. Horsky in Hanscom Park on November 2;7, Spring Lake
Park January 14, 56th Street and Western Avenue February 2: and
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again in Hanscom Park on February 12. The first songs were heard at
"Wake Robin" on March 11 by Mr. Horsky. On March 2'6 Messrs.
Horsky and Marsh found them in song and heavy migration at Elmwood Park. Two or three Tree Sparrows spent the entire winter in
Elmwood Park (Marsh), and one at 6Dth and Franklin Streets (Horsky).
The Misses Ellsworth saw twelve of them near Carter Lake on March
2,5. A noteworthy thing concerning the winter of 1932-33 at Omana was
the complete absence of Red-breasted Nuthatches and Red CrossbiIls,
which were numerous about Omaha during the winter of 1931-32'.
The spring migration in the Omaha vicinity was inaugurated by the
&rrival of migrant Eastern Robins and Western Meadowlarks on February 2:3·. On that date Mr. Havel saw the first Robin on his home
grounds; the following day it was observed independently by Miss Elizabeth Rooney and Miss Mary Towne; Mr. Horsky noted the first one in
song on March 7 and the first Robin morning chorus on March 11. Also
on February 2,3, Mr. Stoltenberg noted the first migrant Westerll
Meadowlarks on the Stoltenberg Brothers farms near Omaha. The first
Eastern Common Bluebirds were observed by the Misses Ellsworth near
Carter Lake and by Mr. Horsky in the Fontenelle Reserve, both on
February 2:5,. On February 2,6, there was a strong migration wave of
Bluebirds, Mr. Horsky hearing several flocks flying overhead.
Two Blue Geese were noted on Carter Lake on March 2: by the Miss€:s
Ellsworth. At the same place and on the same date they noted a flock
of about 2,0,0 Red-winged Blackbirds. On March 4 Mr. Horsky saw two
American Pintails at Carter Lake, the first of the season. The Misses
Ellsworth noted a flock of these ducks on Carter Lake on March 11 and
two of them there on March 2,6. Also on March 4 Mr. Horsky saw a
flock of about twenty-five American Herring Gulls at Carter Lake,
which by March 11 had increased to a flock of about fifty, according to
the Misses Ellsworth.
On March 11 the Misses Ellsworth noted the first Shoveller on Carter
Lake, and on the same date and at the same place Mr. Horsky noted
two Redheads. Mr. Marsh noted five Redheads at George's Lake on
March 2:6, and the Misses Ellsworth found four of them on Carter Lake
on April 1. The Misses Ellsworth noted about fifty Northern American
Coots on Carter L'ake on March 11, and in the Florence Woods on the
same date they saw two flocks of Cedar Waxwings, these being of eight
and twelve birds, respectively. On March 12: Mr. Marsh saw a large
flock of Lesser Scaups on Carter Lake, where the Misses Ellsworth
noted about 15.0 of these ducks on March 2,5. Also on March 12: Mr.
Horsky recorded the first Northern Killdeer, that species being next
observed on March 19 by the Misses Ellsworth.
Mr. Wesley Thomas reported three Common Canada Geese on the
Platte River near Fremont on January 14. The Misses Ellsworth saw a
flock of about 2,0,0 mixed Common Canada and Lesser Snow Geese flying
overhead near Carter Lake on March 11, this being part of the first
flight of an exceptionally heavy goose migration that extended through
the rest of the month. Other Omaha observers reported large flocks of
geese on March 11 and for several succeeding days. During the last
half of March many thousands of geese congregated on the mile-long
sandbar in the Missouri River near Herman, Washington County, north
of Omaha. The Omaha Sunday W orld-H erald for March 19 contained a
large photograph taken by the staff photographer of that paper, showing a part of a giant flock of geese made just after the birds had arisen
"with a deafening roar" off the sandbar just mentioned. That paper
stated that hundreds of Omahans visited the spot to see the geese coming back to the river in companies of from about 1,0,0 to 50.0, birds from
their feeding grounds in the near-by fields, returning "high at first, then
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dropping lower and lower in expertly-executed wing slips, finally set·
tling down among the others". The rotogravure section of the WorldHerald for March 2:6 contained another photograph of large numbers of
geese deserting the sandbar in the morning in quest of breakfast. The
last heavy flight occurred on March 25 to 2:7, inclusive.
On March 15 a pair of Eastern Sparrow Hawks returned to their 1932
nesting site in a cottonwood tree which it is said Professor Bruner
helped his father to plant years ago. The Misses Ellsworth noted the
Red-eyed Eastern Towhee in the Florence Woods on March 17. On
March 19, Mr. Marsh saw an Eastern Red-tailed Hawk in Elmwood Park,
a rather unusual occurrence possibly to be accounted for by the prevailing heavy snowfall. March 2,5 the Misses Ellsworth saw four Common Pied-billed Grebes at Carter Lake. Mr. Horsky noted the first
Bronzed Grackles of the season at Elmwood Park on March 26,. Mr.
Jodeit made the first report of the Northern Purple Martin at his home
for March 2:9, the Misses Ellsworth finding their first birds arriving the
following day. On March 30 the arrival of the Western Mourning Dove
was noted by L. O. Horsky and the Misses Ellsworth, while the latter
observers found two Eastern Common Meadowlarks near Carter Lake
on the same date. For April 1 they found two Lesser Common Loons
and one Eastern Belted Kingfisher at Carter Lake.
At Fairbury, during January, the usual common winter resident birds,
such as the Marsh Hawk, Cooper Hawk (January 24), Eastern Bobwhite (January 24), Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker, Eastern Hairy
Woodpecker, Northern Downy Woodpecker, Prairie Horned Lark, Eastern Crow, Long-tailed Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse,
Eastern Cardinal, Eastern American Goldfinch, Eastern Slate-colored
Junco, Harris Sparrow and Tree Sparrow were all observed. Also on
January 1 the Red-bellied Woodpecker, Red-eyed Eastern Towhee aud
Song Sparrow were noted. The Western Meadowlark was first seen on
January 8. On January 10 a Northern Blue Jay was seen by Mrs. C. F.
Clark, and it was still visiting her bird bath on March 2,3. The Cedar
Waxwing was noted on January 2,6 and the American Bohemian Waxwing on February 13. The Eastern Brown Creeper was seen on February 11 and the (Northern?) Bald Eagle on February 12. On February
23 there was a wave of Eastern Robin arrivals. The Eastern Common
Bluebird appeared on February 24 (Mrs. Chas. Richardson), on which
date the Pintail and Northern Sharp-shinned Hawk also were seeu.
Both the Northern Killdeer and Red-winged Blackbird arrived on February 2.8.
Mrs. Richardson saw a Northern Purple Martin on March 2:, but the
next observation of this species was not until March 2:7, -by Miss Bertha
Holly. The Bronzed Grackle and Eastern Cowbird arrived on March 6.
Shovellers were first noted on March 7. The first Migrant Loggerhead
Shrike was seen by Floyd Catlin on March 12:. Miss Holly and Mis>
Bertha Hughes noted the first Western Mourning Dove on-March 14.
The Eastern Phoebe arrived March 15, along with a wave of Song Sparrows. March 23 Lesser Snow Geese and Blue Geese were noted, and
Common Canada Geese on March 24. March 2,5 saw the arrival of the
Eastern Common Meadowlark and Western Field Sparrow. With March
26 came a wave of Common Mallards, Canvas-backs and Lesser Scaups,
along with the Eastern Belted Kingfisher. The Baldpate, Blue-winged
Teal, Redhead, Sparrow Hawk, Lesser Yellow-legs, Franklin Gull and
Common Red-shafted Flicker all arrived on March 2:7. The Wilson
Snipe and Vesper Sparrow were first noted for the season on March 31.
On March 2,7, members of the Fairbury Nature Club identified a bird
as the Myrtle Warbler, which observation was reported to your editol
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on the following day. Inasmuch as the usual first date of arrival of
this species falls in the latter part of April, and there is no previous
record of its arrival in Nebraska prior to a unique April 3 record, some
question naturally was raised regarding the identification. On March
81 the Misses Callaway report that what was apparently the same bird
was seen again on that day, and observed for some time by six competent bird students, all of whom agreed on the identification. This
would seem to make the observation acceptable as a new record for
earliness of arrival of this species.
The Misses Callaway report that a pair of Eastern Great Horned
Owls have a nest near their farm, and on March 3n young owls weighing a pound and a half each were in the nest. These owls have killed
chickens and turkeys from the near-by farms, for themselves and their
young, and the usual question arises as to whether such expensive
neighbors can be tolerated, but in this case probably with an unusual
answer in the affirmative.
Mr. A. M. Brooking reports some unusual specimens of Great Horned
Owl coming in to the Hastings Municipal Museum this year, evidently
stragglers from the north and northwest. Under date of January 23 he
reported that a fine specimen of the Arctic Great Horned Owl (Bubo 'Virginianus arctieus) was shot on January 14, near Franklin, Franklin County,
and brought in to him for mounting. This specimen is very light colored
and its feet are pure white. On January 28 a specimen apparently
referable to the Northwestern Great Horned Owl (Bubo 'Virginianus lagophonus) was shot near Red Cloud, Webster County. This specimen is
very dark colored, and the feet are rusty with faint dark bars. It is a
female, with total length 506 mm. and wing 383 mm. long.
Mr. and Mrs. Brooking spent January 21 on a field trip along the
Little Blue River as far as Oak, Nuckolls County, and return. At a
wood lot about two miles east of Oak, among the whistled songs of the
Eastern Cardinals and the "pee-wee" songs of the Long-tailed Blackcapped Chickadees, an unfamiliar call was heard, two birds calling to
each other, which on investigation proved to be the call of the Tufted
Titmouse-rather a western record in Nebraska for this species. Other
birds seen on this trip include the Cooper Hawk, Eastern Red-tailed
Hawk, American Rough-legged Hawk, Eastern Bob-white (flock), Eastern Great Horned Owl, Eastern Cardinal, Harris Sparrow and Song
Sparrow. The following day (January 2:2:), in the same locality, Mrs.
A. H. Jones and Miss Margaret Diemer saw two Arctic Spotted Towhees.
The first Eastern Robin for 1933 at Hastings was noted by Mrs. A. II
Jones on January 2:6, and the first Bronzed Grackle was seen there on
January 31, though this latter may perhaps have been one wintering in
that locality. On February 10', Mrs. A. II. Jones saw large flocks of
Lapland Longspurs. On February 20, along the Little Blue River iii
southern Adams County, the ornithology class of Prof. John M. MoultOll
of Hastings ,College saw the Swains on Hawk, American Rough-legged
Hawk, Eastern Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Downy Woodpecker, (Saskatchewan ?) Horned Lark, Eastern Crow, Long-tailed Black-capped
Chickadee, flocks of Western Meadowlarks, Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Cardinal, Tree Sparrow and Lapland Longspur. Common Mallards
(14), hundreds of American Pintails, Blue-winged Teal (2,) and Commoll
White-fronted Geese were seen along the Platte River on February 2(;
by Mrs. A. H. Jones. The first Eastern Common Bluebirds (2) of 1933
were seen on February 2,7 by Prof. Moulton's class.
Mr. A. M. Brooking noted a Greater Prairie Chicken near Hastings
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on March 5, while on the same date Mrs. A. H. Jones and Miss Diemer
saw ten Lesser Scaups, two (American Buff-breasted?) Mergansers,
eight large gulls (either the American Herring or Ring-billed), Western
Meadowlarks, three Red-winged Blackbirds and three Eastern Common
Bluebirds. On March 12:, on the Platte River, Mrs. A. H. Jones saw
thousands of geese-Lesser Canada (= Hutchins), Lesser Snow and
Blue Geese-and noted also the arrival of the Northern Killdeer. On
the same date, Mrs. A. H. Staley noted the Northern Yellow-shafted
Flicker. On March 13, Mr. A. M. Brooking noted migrating Common
Canada Geese and two Buffleheads. On March 16, the first Shovellers (2)
were noted by Mesdames M. Caryle Sylla and Dwight Thomas. Mrs.
A. M. Jones noted the arrival of the Migrant Loggerhead Shrike on
March 16, and on the same day Mrs. Jesse Marian saw two small sparrows, identified by her as the Chipping Sparrow, in the trees and about
the bird bath at her home. Also on this date Mrs. A. M. Jones Hated
two Eastern White-breasted Nuthatches carrying bits of bark and placing them in a hole in a large tree in the park at Nelson, Nuckolls
County. Mesdames A. H. Jones, A. M. Jones and J. D. Fuller all noted
the arrival of the Western Mourning Dove at Hastings on March 17.
On March 18, Miss Sylla noted the Rusty Blackbird, A. M. Brooking the
Vesper Sparrow, and Mrs. Brooking the return of a partial albino Eastern Robin that was in their yard last summer.
During the night of March 2,2'-a stormy night, with snow-there Wa>,
northward migration of confused Lapland Longspurs in the Hastings
vicinity. Miss Margaret Diemer heard them flying overhead about 9:00
P. M., Mrs. A. A. Adams heard them at 10:00 P. M. and again at 10:3G
P. M., and Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Jones heard them at 11:30 P. M. The
birds were in flocks, some seeming to be very high while others were
flying low. The flight extended east at least to Harvard, Clay County,
for Dr. Henry H. Seely of that place reported the presence there of a
flock of confused small birds on the night of March 2:;::, with many lying
dead, injured or weakened on the streets the following morning. D:·.
Seely picked up three of the dead birds and sent them to Mr. A. M.
Brooking at the Hastings Municipal Museum for exact identification.
Dr. Seely reports that on the same night a flock of geese was also hovering around the town of Harvard, similarly confused by the storm and
the lights.
H

On March 2,5, Mesdames A. H. Jones, A. M. Jones and M. Caryle Sylb
saw a flock of fifty-three Sandhill Cranes at Nash's Corner, near Hastings. On the following day a trip was made to the Platte River to see
the geese and cranes there. Hundreds of the Common Canada Goose,
Lesser Snow Goose and Blue Goose were present, and thirty Whitefronted Geese were noted on a sandbar. Both on the sandbars in the
river and in the pastures by the side of the river were hundreds of
Sandhill Cranes. The automobile was driven to within 2:50 yards of a
flock of approximately 500 Sandhill Cranes in a pasture, and the birds
were observed through glasses for a long time. Some of them were
performing their strange dance. The dancing birds would hop up inte,
the air, some just a foot or two but others for four or five feet, spread
and flap their wings, and with legs dangling float slowly down to the
ground. in a manner suggestive of a slow motion picture. Some would
lower their heads and take a few steps forward before leaving the grounc;.
Farmers in the vicinity reported that the cranes had been there since
about March 19.
On March 2:5, Mrs. A. M. Jones and Miss Sylla saw the Song Sparrow,
and, with Mrs. A. H. Jones, saw also the Shufeldt Oregon Junco. Or.
March 26, Mrs. A. H. Jones noted the Common Red-shafted Flicker and

46

NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW

Saskatchewan Horned Lark, Mrs. A. M. Jones saw three Eastern
Phoebes, and Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Brooking noted an American
Golden-eye and two Ring-billed Gulls" Also on March 26 the Misses
Rowe of the Brooking Bird Club visited Grand Island, and saw flocks
of literally hundreds of waxwings, including both the Cedar Waxwing
and the American Bohemian Waxwing. They counted twenty-five birds
in one tree and as many or more were in the adjacent trees. These waxwings had been frequenting the evergreen trees in the cemetery ~t
Grand Island since about March 19, according to the observations of the
Grand Island observers.
On March S7, at about 7:00 P. M., Mrs. Dwight Thomas observed a
flock of large birds flying over Hastings, which Mr. A. M. Brooking
identified as Great Blue Herons. Several other such flocks were noted
on the same evening. Mrs. Thomas and Mrs. A. H. Staley noted the
Eastern Golden-crowned Kinglet on March 2.9. Mr. A. M. Brooking, on
March 31, noted numbers of Common Red-shafted Flickers in flight near
Bladen, Webster County, southwest of Hastings, and also another small
flock of Great Blue Herons.
The night of March 2.9 was foggy and rainy. Large flocks of geese,
flying very low, apparently confused, wandered round and round in
Hastings through most of the night. The same thing occurred at Grand
Island, Hall County, and at Norfolk, Madison County, according to the
press reports. At Grand Island, so loud was the disturbance by the
geese that hundreds of people were awakened. At one place in the city
a flock of about fifty geese, answering the call of some live duck decoys
which had joined their voices to the general confusion, made a hard
landing on an empty lot, apparently mistaking it for a body of water.
The crash of their bodies as they hit the ground was distinctly audible
to the observers in the neighborhood. Many residents of Norfolk were
reported to have been kept awake most of the night by the cries of the
confused and circling geese.

HERE AND THERE WITH THE N. O. U. MEMBERS
Nebraska newspapers reported under date of September 2:4 that on
Gay Lake, a reserve near Irwin, Cherry County, five thousand wild
ducks were dead or dying of a mysterious ailment. Along the north
shore 2,250 dead or dying birds were found. Dan Janzen of the Biological Survey and Gan Amundson, superintendent of the reserve, made a
survey of the situation. Eight sick ducks were placed in fresh water
and recovered. It was thought the malady might be limberneck, caused
by contaminated mud.
Mr. C. A. Black of Kearney, Buffalo County, reports that the flight
of Common Mallards along the North Platte River at Oshkosh, Garden
County, in the middle of November, 1932:, was exceedingly heavy, the
largest he has ever seen in that region. There were also large numbers
of geese. In hunting there on November 14, he and another hunter
obtained the legal limit of both ducks and geese in a few minutes of
shooting. He reports also on January 2:, about 5.00' Canada Geese were
wintering on the Platte River just west of the bridge at Kearney.
On December 2.6, 1932:, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Jones encountered a flock
of seventeen Greater Prairie Chickens three-fourths of a mile from
Deweese, Clay County, about twenty-seven miles southeast of Hastings.
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These birds were in a pasture just beside a side road in ideal praIrIe
chicken country. They flew just a few feet on when they were disturbed, one alighting in a tree and the others on the side of the hill,
where they remained for some time as they were observed from the car.
Reports come in to the effect that Greater Prairie Chickens are responding to the closed season and the decline in illegal hunting during
the last few years, along the eastern edge of the Nebraska sandhills,
and are increasing in numbers there. In southern Holt County they arc
reported as more numerous this winter than they have been for many
years.
Mr. William Marsh of Omaha reports through Mr. L. O. Horsky that
he found the Common Mallards very reluctant to leave the sandhill
lakes in Cherry County the past fall and early winter. During a hunting trip there in October these ducks refused to leave even though the
lakes were all frozen over, and reports came to him that they were still
very numerous on the White River in Bennett County, South Dakota,
adjoining Cherry County on the north, as late as Christmas Day. Mr.
Marsh received reports of heavy losses among the Eastern Bob-whites
along the Niobrara River in northeastern Nebraska during December,
because of the heavy snowfall at that time. He also reports a flock of
Lapland Longspurs noted during December near Tekamah, Burt County.
Mr. Horsky states that the consensus of reports received by him from
hunters in the Nebraska sandhills was that there had been a marked
decrease in the numbers of Redheads and Canvas-backs the past fall,
which by some is attributed to the ease with which these two species
decoy and are approached during stormy weather. He raises the ques·
tion if this is the general observation, and states that many Omaha
hunters favor a closed season on these two species.
Mrs. Margaret Corey of Lincoln reports under date of January 2:3 that
the Eastern American Goldfinches visit her yard daily, and that a pail"
of Northern Blue Jays and a lone Bronzed Grackle are around the yard
almost every day. She reports that the Eastern Slate-colored Juncos
are scarcer than usual about her home this winter.
Mrs. H. C. Johnston of Superior reports under date of January 24,
that on October 19, 1932:, a small flock of Eastern Golden-crowned Kinglets appeared in her yard, where they remained for about ten days.
Also on October 19 she saw in her yard one White-throated Sparrow
and five or six juncos. One of the juncos was a deeply-colored male
Shufeldt Oregon Junco; the others were immature or female birds,
probably of the same species, with highly pinkish-colored sides and
flanks. In a two-hour tramp on January 23 along the Republican River
near Superior, on a beautiful warm sunny afternoon, Mrs. Johnston
noted only one Northern Downy Woodpecker, two Eastern Crows, three
Long-tailed Black-capped Chickadees, two Eastern Brown Creepers, a
pair of Eastern Cardinals and three Eastern Slate-colored Juncos. She
says everyone speaks of the scarcity of birds in the Superior vicinity
this winter. The Eastern Cardinals were just beginning to come into
the yards in town at the date of writing.
Mrs. Lulu Kortz Hudson of Simeon, Nebraska, under date of January
27, sends a series of seven photographs of Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse
visiting her Cherry County ranch home (Bow and Arrow Ranch) when
the snow was deep in December, 1932:. The pictures show the grouse
coming into the Hudson yards, to feed first on the buds in the cottonwood trees, and later in the sweet corn stubble. When Mrs. Hudson
went out into the yard they flew to the brow of the hill, but soon re-
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turned to the yard to feed. Three of the pictures show the grouse on
her lawn, two of them with the birds not ten feet from her sitting-room
window; in fact, she opened the window and took the photographs from
the sitting-room. Mr. Hudson cleared away the snow and put out corn
and rye around the roots of the trees for the grouse. At the first snowfall twenty-two of them came in and around the house. Later, under
date of February 15, she reports further that they were still feeding
in the yard, and in increasing numbers, and adds: "Near our marsh,
about a mile from our house, is the drumming ground of the Greater
Prairie Chickens. Soon we will hear their 'boo-boo', about four o'clock
in the morning, as they puff out the yellow sacs on their necks and strut
through some regular formations, much like the old-fashioned square
dances. By going on the hay wagons, to which they have grown accustomed, we can get quite near them and observe them as long as we
wish."
Mrs. Hudson also observes that although the Pine Grosbeaks are not
known to have reached her locality this winter, twice in previous winters
they have had visitations by the Evening Grosbeak at Simeon, and that
during the summer they have had opportunities for prolonged observations of the Western Blue Grosbeak, which is common in that vicinity.
Mrs. George L. Day and her daughter Miss Marian Day, of Superior,
report under date of February 6 that the Eastern Hairy Woodpeckers,
Northern Downy Woodpeckers and Long-tailed Black-capped Chickadees
have been busy at their feeding table much of the time during the winter. A Common Red-shafted Flicker was seen in the timber one mile
east of town on January 24, and about February 1 Mrs. John G. Hansen
saw a Cedar Waxwing in the cedar tree in her yard. About February 1
their Eastern Cardinal started singing from the treetops. Eastern
Robins have been reported as seen during January, but were not seen
personally by the Days.
Mrs. Lily R. Button of Fremont writes under date of February 7 that
all through January and up to the storm beginning February 6, there
were many Eastern Robins and Eastern Common Bluebirds in the woods
on the islands in the Platte River south of town. On the last day
of January there were Eastern Bluebirds in flocks, a flock of Eastern
Robins with the males singing, and Harris Sparrows in considerable
numbers, singing also. A good many Northern Pine Siskins have been
present, but so far this winter no Red Cross bills, which are usually in
evidence on the islands during the winter, have been noted.
Mrs. George Blinco of Chadron, Dawes County, in extreme northwestern Nebraska, writes under date of February 8 that large numbers of
Bohemian Waxwings have been seen there this past winter, in large
flocks, feeding on the berries of the hackberry trees and of the woodbim'
vines about the porches and trellises. With their beautiful plumage,
red wax wing dots and crests they are very much admired, she says.
Among the birds seen by Mr. and Mrs. Blinco near Chadron this winter
she mentions particularly the Swains on Hawk, American Rough-legged
Hawk, the Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse and (Eastern?) Bob-white along
the country roads, a few Ring-necked Common Pheasants (which are not
increasing very rapidly in that locality due to depredations by coyotes
and other enemies), Common Red-shafted Flicker (rather numerously),
Batchelder Downy Woodpecker, (Desert?) Horned Lark, (Northern?)
Shrike, Long-tailed Black-capped Chickadee, Western Meadowlark and
Shufeldt Oregon Junco. At Chadron, she states, there is always contention over the first Robin seen each spring. An (Eastern?) Robin,
however, has come almost every day during the past winter to drink ac
the bird bath in the Blinco's garden.
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Mr. C. E. McCafferty of Alliance, Nebraska, who in 1929 and 1931
was taxidermist for the Yellowstone National Park Museums, writes
under date of February 16 that the Western Great Horned Owl is a
common bird in his vicinity and that he has mounted six of them taken
there this year. He says the Whistling Swan is taken nearly every fall
by hunters near there, who mistake these birds for large geese, and
that he thinks they are becoming more common every year. Although
not found every place, in some valleys in the Pan-handle of Nebraska
the Long-billed Curlew is still a common breeder, according to Mr.
McCafferty's observations. His experience has been that the Eastern
White-crowned Sparrow is more common in the Alliance vicinity than
is the Gambel Sparrow, although he has seen the latter species a few
times in the back yard at his home. In April, 1929, a flock of twentyfour Mountain Bluebirds appeared, and sought refuge in a large dairy
barn one mile south of Alliance, where they became so weak from lack
of food and by being worried by uncongenial pigeons that some of them
died. Two of these dead birds were mounted by him and are now at the
University of Wyoming. He says this is the only instance that he has
seen the Mountain Bluebird in western Nebraska. The Lewis Woodpecker he has not as yet encountered. Mr. McCafferty has lived at
Alliance for the past eleven years, and during that time has kept a close
watch for birds, especially since 1928. Three summers have been speni
by him in active field work in western Nebraska, as well as time in
Wyoming and Yellowstone Park.
Mr. Wilson Tout of North Platte reports under date of March 11 as
follows: "1 was indeed thrilled yesterday (March 10) when 1 was called
out to the State Experiment Substation near here by Mr. Harry Weakley, and shown a flock of Mountain Bluebirds. They had been about the
Station for four or five days previously. I have seen these birds at
Colorado Springs during the many summers we have spent there, but
this is my first record for Lincoln County, Nebraska. There were probably twenty males in the flock, with five or six females in sight at on~
time. It was really gorgeous to see that many at one time. The males
had the lighter blue breast and no brown or reddish that I could see.
It was cold with a high south wind while I was observing them. They
seemed to be feeding among the shrubs and often flew on to the alfalfa
planting and to some disked land near by."
Miss Mollie A. Taylor reports under date of April 1 that during the
past winter the bird feeding places at her home at Battle Creek were
visited regularly by the Long-tailed Black-capped Chickadees, Northern
Downy Woodpeckers, Eastern White-breasted Nuthatches and Eastern
Brown Creepers. On February 2: a Northern Blue Jay also came to eat.
A male Eastern Robin came February 14 and took possession of things,
keeping close to the feeding places day after day and keeping all of the
smaller birds, especially the Chickadees, on the move, all efforts to
frighten him away proving unavailing. Western Meadowlarks and Redwinged Blackbirds appeared early in March. Cedar Waxwings were
noted a number of different times and Eastern Slate-colored Juncos
were also observed. The Western Mourning Dove and Bronzed Grackle
arrived March 28. The Bronzed Grackles have been building a nest
each year in an evergreen tree near the kitchen door at Miss Taylor'o,
home, but on April 1 a pair of Northern Blue Jays started building a
nest in this tree, and now the question arises as to how these two species
will get along this year. Miss Taylor reports that friends living at
Pierce, Pierce - County, have had a pair of Eastern Cardinals visiting
their place many times during the past winter, and that this pair nested
in the trees on their neighbor's place in the summer of 1932. She sends
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a clipping from the Norfolk Daily News for January 5 stating that a
pair of Eastern Cardinals were wintering in the west part of Norfolk,
and that the male was singing vigorously during the spring-like days
of early January. The same paper for January 28 reported the presence
at Norfolk on January 2:6 not only of Cardinals but of the Northern
Yellow-shafted Flicker, Red-headed Woodpecker and Eastern Robin.
Another clipping sent in by Miss Taylor reports that at Meadow Grove,
just a few miles west of Battle Creek, on March 22 there were present.
not only Chickadees but also a pair of Eastern Cardinals and numerous
Western Meadowlarks.
Under date of April 5, Mrs. H. C. Johnston of Superior reports upon
a wren noted by her and Mrs. John Aldrich in the yard of the latter on
March 30, that was identified as the Carolina Wren but that in the
grayness of the tail and the paleness of the underparts was very suggestive of the coloration of the Eastern Bewick Wren. The Carolina
Wren has been found at Superior in a previous year, when it nested
there. Mrs. Johnston also reports that Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Griffin of
Hardy informed her that they had a Pine Grosbeak in their yard for a
week during the past winter, thus establishing another locality record
in Nebraska for this bird during the recent invasion.
At Lincoln Mr. G. E. Hudson noted the Baird Sandpiper at Capitol
Beach on April 1, and on the following day at the same place saw the
Greater Yellow-legs and a flock of about forty American Common
Pipits. On April 4 Mr. Raymond Roberts reported a large flock of
Lesser Snow and Common Canada Geese seen flying over the Agricultural College campus by himself and others. Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Swenk
noted the Gambel Sparrow on April 2 and the Eastern Phoebe on April
8, both in the yard at their home.

A HISTORY OF NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGY
1.

THE ANCIENT PERIOD
Fossil Birds

The earliest knowledge that we can secure about Nebraska birds is
that to be gathered from the study of their fossilized bones in the rocks.
However, for some reason fossil bird remains are few, and usually
meager and fragmentary as well, so that the evidence available from
this source is on the whole very small. Very probably this is because
birds, being flying creatures, were more likely to fall upon or near dry
land, and subsequently under the influence of the elements to become
completely decayed, rather than to fall into undisturbed boggy spots
where fossilization of their bones could take place.
Birds probably began to diverge from their reptilian ancestors in the
early Meszoic (Middle Life) Era, or possibly in the late Palaeozoic
(Ancient Life) Era. The earliest known feathered creature, that can
therefore safely be called a bird, is the A rchaeapteryx lithagraphica, which
existed in what is now Bavaria, Germany, during the late Jurassic period
of the Mesozoic Era. During the early Mesozoic Era (Triassic and
Jurassic periods), what is now Nebraska had emerged from the water
and stood high and dryas a land surface, so that what formations were
made then were later eroded away. During the following period, however, Nebraska came again to be under water, and the sandstones, chalky
limestones, clays and shales of the Cretaceous period were laid down.
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If we except the fossils named Palaeonornis strllthionoides by Emmons,
doubtfully from the Triassic of North Carolina, and Laopteryx priscus by

Marsh, bones of which were found in the upper Jurassic of southern
Wyoming, both of which are not certainly known to really represent
birds, the first undisputable fossil birds in North America appear in the
chalk limestones deposited during the late Cretaceous in what is now
western Kansas.
In the Niobrara chalk formation of the Cretaceous of western Kansas,
especially in Wallace, Logan, Gove and adjacent counties, there have
been found the fossil remains of a giant, wingless, toothed diving bird
known as the giant diver (Hesperornis regalis Marsh). A few years later
the fossils of other closely related species were made known from the
same beds (the IIesperornis crassipes and Hargeria gracilis of Marsh) and
still later the also related Baptornis advenlls Marsh was described from
fossils taken from the same source. From the same Kansas Niobrara
chalk formations, between 1872: and 1880, Professor Marsh also made
known several species of smaller, winged, but likewise distinctly toothed
birds, about the size of a gull, belonging to the genera Iethyornis (dispar,
anceps, agilis, viaor, lentus, tener and validus) and Apatornis (aler). This
same Niobrara formation of shales and chalky limestones extends under
Nebraska, and appears in the Republican River Valley and about the
mouth of the Niobrara River. Professor E. H. Barbour, geologist at
the University of Nebraska, recently expressed to the writer the opinion
that it was well within the range of probability that in the course of
time fossils of these toothed Cretaceous birds, now extinct for millions
of years, would be found also in Nebraska.
By the Cenozoic or Tertiary (Recent Life) Era, birds had lost their
reptile-like teeth and otherwise had taken on more the structure of
modern birds. Formations of the Eocene period, the oldest of the Tertiary deposits, are missing in Nebraska; but from elsewhere in the United
States, notably in Wyoming, fossil cormorants, herons, eagles, falcons,
grouse, cranes, rails, diatrymas (great birds sometimes heavier than an
ostrich, with massive head and neck and huge bill), sandpipers, auks
and owls, mostly of types related to but different from existing forms,
have been discovered and named by avian palaentologists. From the
next oldest Tertiary deposits - the Chadron and Brule (White River
beds) of the Oligocene period - which are well represented by the "Bad
Land" formations of Sioux, Dawes and Sheridan counties in northwestern Nebraska, we have no records of fossil birds in this state; but from
the Chadron of near-by Weld County, Colorado, Dr. Wetmore has described two vultures (Phasmagyps patritus and Palaeogyps prodromus) and
a gallinule (Palaeocrex fax) of types now extinct, and other palaeontologists have described an Oligocene cormorant and turkey from Colorado, and a grebe, plover and gull from Oregon.
The deposits of the Miocene and Pliocene periods, which follow next
in time, appear abundantly in the Gering, Arikaree and Ogallala formations (Loup Fork beds) of western, and especially northwestern (Sioux
County), Nebraska, and from these Dr. Wetmore and others have described a number of fossil birds. The oldest of these come from the
Sioux County Lower Miocene deposits, all\d include Proictinia effera Wetmore (1923), a true kite related to the modern Mississippi Kite, but
larger and heavier, and the only known fossil true kite in North America;
Geranoaetus ales Wetmore (192:6 b), a long-shanked eagle related to the
modern South American Geranoaetus melanoleucus, which now ranges from
the Andes of Venezuela, southern Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay to the
Straits of Magellan; Palaelectornis incertus Wetmore (1930), a peculiar
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grouse intermediate in size between a Bobwhite and a Spruce Grouse;
Ortalis tantula Wetmore (1933). a diminutive member of the family of
curassows, guans and chachalacas (Cracidae) only about one-half the
size of the existing Chacalaca and much smaller than any existing
curassow; and Paractiornis incertus Wetmore (1930), a very small oystercatcher, about the size of the Wilson Phalarope, that inhabited interior
Nebraska, far away from the sea-coasts that alone attract its larger
modern relatives.
From the Sioux County Middle Miocene deposits come Urubitinga eneeta
Wetmore (1923), a long-legged buzzard hawk related to the modern
tropical Hypomorplmus urubitinga, of northern Mexico to Peru, southern
Brazil and northern Argentina, but considerably larger; Aramornis
longurio Wetmore (192,6 a), a limpkin related to the modern Aramus pictus
of the swamps of southern Georgia, Florida, Cuba, Haiti, Mexico and
Central America; and Conuropsis Iratercula Wetmore (1926 a), a paroquet closely related to our recently exterminated Carolina Paroquet.
From the Upper Miocene deposits of Sioux County, Wetmore (1923) has
further described Buteo typha ius, a buzzard hawk related to our modern
Red-tailed Hawk but about one-half larger and otherwise different, and
G eranoaetus contortus, another species of long-shanked eagle, larger and
more robust than the modern G. me/anoleucus. Wetmore (192,3) has also
recorded from the Sioux County Upper Miocene an eagle (Aquila sp.)
closely allied to the modern Golden Eagle, but smaller; two indeterminate hawks, one apparently of the Accipitrine type (i. e., resembling
Cooper Hawk or Goshawk) and the other one as large as a Caracara
(Polyborus); and a goose-like bird about the size of and probably related
to the modern Cackling Goose. Marsh (1871) described another species
of Geranoaetus, called G. dananus, from the Nebraska Loup Fork River
Miocene deposits. Also from Upper Miocene of Chimney Rock and
Scott's Bluff, Nebraska, Shufeldt (1915) described remains of what he
regards as an Old World type of pheasant, under the name Phasianus
mlOreanus.

Bird fossils are not as numerous in the Pliocene formations of N ebraska as in those of the Miocene period. From the lower strata of the
Pliocene period, however, which outcrops in western Nebraska, Wetmore
(192:3 and 1928) has made known the occurrence of still another species
of long-shanked eagle, Geranoaetus conterminus, larger and more robust
than the Miocene G. (ontortus; a guan or courlan, Ortalis phengites, related to the Chachalaca (Ortalis 'Vetula), now found from the lower Rio
Grande Valley of Texas south through Mexico and Central America, but
smaller; an indeterminate slender-legged gallinaceous bird slightly
taller than the modern Sage Grouse; a crane apparently indistinguishable from the modern Sandhill Crane; and a limpkin different from the
Middle Miocene Aramornis longurio, but closely related to and possibly
identical with the modern Aramus pictus. The presence of tropical and
subtropical birds like guans and limpkins indicates, Wetmore points out,
the mild climate that obtained in what is now Nebraska during Pliocene
times, and the presence of guans further indicates the presence then of
a heavy forest growth of fair extent, at least along the streams. Probably these tropical birds were exterminated in Nebraska during the cold
glacial period following the close of Tertiary time.
The fossil birds of the Quaternary (Human Life) Era are mostly the
same as, or closely related to, existing or recently extinct species. From
deposits of probably Pleistocene (or Glacial) age, fossils of such birds
as the Bald Eagle (near Peters, Sheridan County) or Sandhill Crane
(Grus haydeni Marsh = Grus canadensis) have been recorded from Nebraska.
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NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
ARTICLE I
Name and Object
Section 1. This Association shall be known as the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union.
Section Z. Its aim shall be to promote the study of ornithology by
more closely uniting the local students of this branch of natural history,
and to encourage the study of birds in the state of Nebraska.
ARTICLE II
Members
Section 1. Any student of ornithology resident in Nebraska or adjacent states, not less than sixteen years of age, may become a member
on receiving a majority vote of the members present at any meeting.
All members in good standing shall have the right to vote and hold office.
Section 2. Honorary members shall be elected for their eminence in
ornithology or from among the members of the Union, past or present,
for distinguished services in having furthered the aims for which this
Union is established. Election shall be by the approval of three-fourths
of the members voting, on names submitted by the Executive Committee through a special mail ballot to be sent by the Secretary to all members of the Union in good standing.
Section 3. Application for membership in the interim between meetings may'be considered by the Executive Committee, and the application
granted by a unanimous vote of the Committee.
ARTICLE III
Quorum
Section 1. A quorum for the transaction of business shall be the
active members present at any annual meeting, provided the number is
not less than nine.
ARTICLE IV
Officers and Committees
Section 1. The officers of this Union shall be: a President, a VicePresident and a Secretary-Treasurer.
Section Z. There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the
officers.
Section 3. Standing committees shall be appointed by the President
with the concurrence of the Executive Committee.
ARTICLE V
Duties of Officers and Committees
Section 1. Duties of the President.-It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all the meetings of the Union, to appoint the standing
committees, and to perform such other duties as may properly pertain
to the office.
Section 2. Duties of the Vice-President.-It shall be the duty of the
Vice-President to act in the absence or incapacity of the President.
Section 3. Duties of the Secretary-Treasurer.-It shall be the duty
of the Secretary-Treasurer to keep a record of all the meetings of the
Union, ·to countersign all orders and documents issued by the President,
to conduct the general correspondence of the Union, to prepare the program of the meetings, to send out the call for such meetings, to superintend the printing of any publications of the Union, to have charge of
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all property of the Union, to receive and have charge of all moneys of
the Union, and to pay such bills as are endorsed by the President and to
perform such other duties as properly pertain to this office.
Section 4. Duties of the Executive Committee.-It shall be the duty
of the Executive Committee to fix the date and place of the annual meeting, to act on applications for membership as provided in Article II,
section 3, to concur in the appointment of standing committees as provided in Article IV, section 3, and to fill by temporary appointment
offices which shall become vacant.
ARTICLE VI
Election of Officers and Committees
Section 1. The election of all officers shall be by ballot, a majority of
those voting being required to elect.
Section 2,. The term of office shall extend from the end of one annual
meeting to the end of the next one.
ARTICLE VII
Meetings
Section 1. The annual meeting of the Union shall be held at such
place and time as the Executive Committee shall decide.
ARTICLE VIII
Dues and Assessments
Section 1. The annual dues of the members shall be one dollar ($1),
due in advance at the time of election to membership and on the date of
each annual meeting thereafter.
Section 2. In case of failure to pay dues before the end of the annual
meeting, a member shall forfeit his right to the publications of the
Union.
Section 3. In case of failure to pay dues by July 1 following the
annual meeting, a member shall be dropped from the active roll of the
Union.
ARTICLE IX
Section 1. An amendment to this constitution may be adopted by an
affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present at any annual
meeting, one month notice of the proposed amendment having been
given all members.
BY-LAWS
Section 1. The actual amount expended by the officers in carrying
on their official duties shall be refunded to them.
Section 2. All members in good standing shall receive gratis one
copy of the publications of the Union. Other copies of the pUblications
may be distributed under sanction of the Executive Committee.
Section 3. All papers presented at the meetings shall be the property
of the Union and shall be filed with the Secretary-Treasurer.
Section 4. The order of business at the annual meeting shall be as
follows: 1, Reports of Officers; 2:, Reports of Committees; 3, Proposal
of Names and Election of Members; 4, New Business; 5, Announcement of
Election of Officers and Committees; 6, Presentation and Discussion of
Papers and Remarks; 7, Installation of Officers; 8, Reading of Minutes; 9,
Adjournment.
Section 5. Application for membership must be made to the Executive Committee, and such application must have the indorsement of at
least one member in good standing, which shall be expected to be a
proper recommendation of the candidate.
Section 6. Any of the By-Laws may be amended or repealed by vote
of a majority of the members.
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1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
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1911
1912
19la
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934

Lincoln, May 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
104
Lincoln, May 14. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
79
Dunbar, May 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
G9
Peru, May 4 .......................... "large" list
~w eeping 'Yater, May 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
93
BellevuE', May 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
78
Lincoln, May 15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
94
Peru, April :30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
75
Lincoln, May 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
103
Jjincoln, May 11 ....................... heavy rain
Lincoln, May 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
91
Lincoln, May 16. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
85
Omaha, May 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
76
Omaha, May 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
75
Lincoln, May 5.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
96
Omaha, May 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
80
Hastings, May 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
78
Ijincoln, May 1:). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
80
Omaha, May 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
87
Lincoln, May 20 ...................... , .
105
Fairbury, May 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
114
Lincoln, May 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
121
Superior, May 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
83
Omaha, May 15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
98
Hastings, May 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
119
J,incoln, May 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
103
Sioux City, Iowa, May 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
109
Omaha, May 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
106
Lincoln, May 16. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
105
Hastings, May 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
108
Fairbury, May 13 .................... .
Omaha, May - ...................... .

